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. 1918 - 1920 - Azerbaijani Democratic 
Republic
In May 1918, Azerbaijan declared independence as the 

Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (ADR). The ADR was 

the first modern parliamentary republic in the Muslim 

world. Among the important accomplishments of the 

Parliament was the extension of suffrage to women, 

making Azerbaijan the first Muslim nation to grant women 

equal political rights with men. Another important accom-

plishment of ADR was the establishment of Baku State 

University, which was the first modern-type university 

founded in Muslim East.

Despite existing for only two years, the multi-party 

Azerbaijani Parliamentary republic and the coalition 

governments managed to achieve a number of 

measures on national and state building, education, 

the creation of an army, independent financial and 

economic systems, international recognition of the ADR as 

a de facto state pending recognition, official 

recognitions and diplomatic relations with a number of 

states, preparing of a Constitution involving equal rights for 

all, etc. 

This laid an important foundation for the re-establishment 

of independence in 1991.
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