Architecture To Note:

Tha Heydar Aliyev Cantre - Completed 2003 - Architect -
Zaha Hadid

The Heydar Aliyenw Centra iz a 618,000-zquars-foct
building complesx in Baku, Azerbaijan dasigned by lragi-
Eritizh architect Zaha Hadid and noted for itz distinotive
architecture and flowing, curved style that sachews
sharp angles. The cenire iz named afier Heydar Aliyew,
the leader of Soviet-era Azerbaijan from 1868 to 1882,
and prazidant of Azarbaijan from Ociober 1983 io
Cctober 2003.

It containe a musewm dedicated to Aliysv and contains
some of the countries jewslz in prezidential giftz and
momeantous. Thiz cultural centrs iz alzo home to a revolu-
tion of contemporary museumn exhibitionz and art showsa.
It haz besn hailed az one of the lats Hadid's greatest
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dezigns and draws a lot of intermational interest.
The Flame Towsrs - Completsd 2012

The three towerz are the tallest sky=crapers in Baku,
with a height of 180m. The buildings conzizt of luury
apartmentzs, a hotel and an office block, which strongly
identify fodays main architectural uzes of modam
Baku.

For Further Information Visit:
whaw. [InAzerbaijan.co.uk
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Tourlsm

In the past yearz Azsrbaijan haz greatly increazed its
potential for global acoess and as a unigus touwrnizm
destination. With gensral anmnual towrizm coming from
Ruzzia and Turkey, az well other couniries in closs prox-
imity, Azerbaijan haz alao been placing itzalf on the world
map, beginning to appeal mors to western travellars. For
sxample, Azerbaijan hasz asen host to various
international tourist eventz such as the Europsan Song
contsst in 2008 and the firet European games in 2016,
Football haz alzo played a role in breaching the UK
sudisnoe, with Tottenham Hotepur playing Qarabag in
the Buropa lsagus in 2015, Baku iz alzo dus to host the
2016 Grand Prix in Baku.

Az Azerbaijan layz oclaim to having 8 different climate
IDnes across its regionz, the country iz alzo the home to
a very popular =ki rezort. Shahdagh Resort is on Mount
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Shandagn, a mountain peak of the Greater Caucasus
range, located In the Susar reglon of Azerbalian. This Bes
Close o the Russlan boarder and ihus attracts mamy
Russlan toursts. The elevation of the peak ks 4,243 metres
above the sea level and Prahistonc cave

dwellings have been dizcoversd at the bass of the
maountamn inglcating habitation tor over 8,000

years - another popular reason for helidaying on the
maountaimn.

For Further Information Visit:
wiwnw_InAzerbaijan.co.uk
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Azerbaijan iz a country known as the ‘Land of Fire" and
alzo the “Land of il It haz received theze two titles
from wery natural cauzes and what you might not
raalizs iz that the two ars linked togsther. Azerbaijan iz
located by the Caspian Sea and itz capital Baku is right
by the shors. The Cazpian 3ea and swrrounding lands
are wall known for thair rich oil 2upply. This has contrib-
uted to varying natural phenomenons in the geograph-
ic arga, much of which can be seen in Azeribaijan. Thiz
richneza in oil iz alze responsible for the name and
raputation that the county has received.

Azerbaijan iz the homs of about thres hundred mud
volcanoes, the country with the highest number in the
world, szpecially az thers are only about sewven
hundred known mud volcanoss in exiztencs.

In the wvolcanoss, pentup and buming hydrocarbon
gasez are releazed, along with mud, and can fravel
from up to 812 km from undamesath the grownd.

The gasses leaking from tha ground can oreats a
fasoinating phenomenon zsan in the sver burning fira
at Yanar Crag, whers gas lsaks, and fuslz a flams from

tha side of a mountain.

For Further Information Visit:
3 ¢
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The Slik Trade Route

In the 1=t — 2nd centurise B the busisst trads routs
began with Chinsss and Indian tradsrz croesing Central
Aszia, to the Caspian Sea, and acroas the territony of
Azerbaijan. Thers the routs zplit into two roads: ons led
upstream the Kura towards Colchiz and lberia, the
sacond along the western coast of the Cazpian Sea.

Azerbaijan was the safest of the entire Sk Road and
atiracted a diverse range of marchantz. Ancther
atiraction of the dastination was that most of the travel
here was by water, which waz the cheapest mods of
tranzport at the time. Az a reault, thiz section of route waz
durable, stable and intenzive.

lt wasz along thess =plit branches of the Silk Road that the
numergus individual cities of Azeribaijan were foundad.
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During sarty Middle Ages Azerbaljan still remained the
important centre of the routs. And Barda, which Decame
ihe capttal of Azerbaljan In the 5th century, was

consldersd the world's greatest trading centre on cne of
branches of the Sik Road and wnill the 10t century was

one of the greatest centres of crafis of the entire Middle
East,

For Further Information Visit:
wwl InAzerbaijan.co_uk
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1918 - 1920 - Azerbaljanl Democratic
Republlc

In Way 1818, Azerbajjan declared independence az tha
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (ADR). The ADR was
the first modarmn pariamentary republic in the hMuslim
wiorld. Among the important accomplisghments of the
Parliamernt was the swienzion of suffrage to woman,
making Azsrbaijan the first Muzlim nation to grant womesn
egual pofitical ightz with men. Arather important acoom-
plizhment of ADR was the establishment of Baku Stats
Univeraity, which wasz the first modem-typs uriversity
founded n Muslim Easzt.

Dezpita exiating for only two years, the multi-parky
Azerbaijani Parliameantary republic and the coalition
govarmmentz managed to achisve a number of
meazures on national and state bullding, education,
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the creation of an army, Independant Tnancial and
gconomic systems, international recognittion of the ADR as
a de Tacto state pending recognition, offcial

recogniions and dipfomatlc relstions with a numbsr of
states, preparing of a Constiution Invohing egqual nghts for
all, eic.

This lald an important foundation for the re-astablishmant
of Independsnce In 1981.

For Further Information Visit:
wanw_ InAzerbaijan.co uk
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Azerbaljan Natlonal Holldays
& Tradltlons

Azarbaijan iz a multinational courntry whers many anciant
traditionz and holidays play a wery significant role in
citizan’s lives. Furthermors, when Azsrbaijan obtained
independsnos it establizhed new zsriez of memorable
dayz and datss which becams public holidays in the
country. All the holidays in Azerbaijan can be divided nto
national, profeszional and religious ocnes.

Ciut of the many religicus holiday= in Azerbaijan, Kurban
Bayram (a feast of zacrifics), Ramazan Bayram (a
holiday after fasting) and Movruz Bayram should be
apeoially noted. Movruz iz a holiday based on nature and
ideaz of renswal and fartility. f haz been obssrvad in
Azarbaijan =inos ancient timea, when itz population
followed Zoroastrianizm. In addiion fo thesze holidays,
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A7arbalan alz0 obssrves oiher memorable days such as
Martyrs” Day.

Days of special mportance Tor Azerbaljan are: the ‘Day of
Youth in Azerbaljan’, 'Day of Remembrance’ for

Victims of the Khojaly massacre, 'Day of Knowledge’, and
‘Day of Azerbaljanl OII".

For Further Information Visit:
wisw. InAzerbaijan.co.uk
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